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Introduction

Starting with version 1.0.0.83 the provider enables the Visual Totals property. This changes the Excel
generated queries in such a way that it hits a bug on Mondrian. The bug is documented here
http://jira.pentaho.com/browse/MONDRIAN-1294 .

As this bug is related only to calculated measures we decided to allow visual totals by default in the
provider. An option is provided for disabling this feature for schemas that are heavy on calculated
members.

Page 3 of 5
Technical note: Visual Totals with Mondrian



ARQUERY

W, ar qguery. com

Visual Totals and the registry

The XMLA provider keeps relevant settings in the registry at
HKEY_CURRENT _USER\ Sof t war e\ Ar quer y\ GDBO
The following figure shows the values under this key:

o Registry Editor

File Edit View Favorites Help
: -1 Apple Inc. A Name Type Data
L Arq;eDryBO b (Default) REG_SZ {value not set)
" p Setti E}_ﬂlocation REG_SZ http://127.0.0.1:8020/mondrian/xmla
o B:':kp::ﬁt rogram setings 2%)SOAP_SSL_SKIP_HOST_CHECK  REG_DWORD 0x00000001 (1)
| BreakPoint License Manager y T4 VISUAL_TOTALS REG_DWORD 000000001 (1)
< > < >

ComputeryHKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Arquery, ODB g

Please note that, depending on what user installed the provider the values above might be missing
from registry. In such a case the provider should be loaded once and the default values will be

written in the registry.

By default the visual totals are enabled and the registry reads:

VISUAL_TOTALS

REG_DWORD 0X00000001 (1)

The following picture shows Excel in this configuration and exposes the bug (A version of FoodMart

is used for demonstration):
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c2 22 f| mondrian.olap.fun.MondrianEvaluationException: Could not find an aggregator in the current evaluation context v
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To disable the visual totals change the value of VISUAL_TOTALS to 0 and restart Excel.

The next figure shows Excel in this configuration:
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1 |Row Labels T\ Unit Sales Profit PivotTable Fields X
2 |®Food 191940 245,764.87

Choose fields to add to report: L+ I
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4 |Grand Total * 266773 339,610.90 .
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This time the bug is not hit. However, the totals are not visually added and the grand total shows the
filtered component (266773 Units Sales as opposed to 242176 using Visual Totals).

Question: What setup should | use by default?

Answer: We really don’t know. We find that Visual Totals is a great feature however, with Mondrian,
it does not work on calculated measures. If your schema is heavy on calculated measures you might
want to disable it.
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